April 1* 1931 


mm Intel 


Uhf o rt unite ly, it '■111 not bo possible 
for mo to bo at the Executive Coanitto* meeting 
ao Friday, 

Tho mere 1 think about Devore** latter 
and tho question of Tho World Tomorrow** future* 
the more 1 am oonvinoed that mo can work out 
on entirely satiefootory arrangement* provided 
Dover# does not decide to major on War Rasi stanee 
a* oueh. 

You will remember that X raised the 
question as to whether or not it would be 
possible to sand a letter to all members of the 
F. 0, H. xglng them to take advantage of a 



special combination offer of one cloth edition 
of r/JnORAL EEFKISE and fifty pallet editions 
for §5, 1 hope to have a copy of the book in 

your hands by tho time of tho meeting on Friday. 


Affectionately* 


For. John Sayre* 
Bible House* 
Aster pfaee* 

How York City. 




















Dear Friends;' 

The above represents our feelings, Hot that we plan 
to drive to India, but.it does mean that we have both our pass¬ 
age money and our car, either promised or in hand, and we want 

you to rejoice with us for we are walking on air. 

The car has come in a wonderful way. We needed at 

least $800 to get a Ford touring car to India. We had received 
$370 when we came up against the more serious problem of obtain¬ 
ing our fare to India so it looked for awhile as if our car was 
not going to materialize. When we had just about given up hope 
along came a letter from a little church in Hew York State saying 
that they wanted to buy us a car to take out with us. The amount 
we have_will just' about meet the expense of taking it out. We 
want to thank each one of yoy. for the help which has made it a 
reality. You would know how thankful we really are if you knew 
hov/ many of the vital plans that .we have been making hinge upon 
the use of that car. You will hear more about them later. 

You may be interested to know that fifty people respon¬ 
ded with gifts or promises toward our passage. Many more have 
encouraged us with wonderful letters of confidence. It has given 
us the thrill of our lives to find that so many people have faith 
in us and our call to India. It just multiplies by that much our 
determination not to disappoint that faith. 

Most of the gifts I am sure have meant real sacrifice. 
One lady receiving only five dollars a week with room and board, 
sent us a check for $25 of her savings. A girls class gave a 
candy sale and made $5.60. Another group is saving a cent a day 
each to help us across the sea. More than one third of the 
whole amount was sent by seven people who could give little them¬ 
selves but got others to help, .. ■ 

On one occasion a widow, struggling to keep home and 
family together by long hours of hard work,gave us a dollar. I 
tried to refuse it but she would not listen to me. Since then 
she has sent five more ft to help you get back to those boys in 
India 15 . It is a great responsibility to undertake to spend that 
money. 











Another dear old saint who has seen nothing but hard¬ 
ship all her long useful life, lay dying when she heard of our 
difficulty. It pained her that she had nothing to give, until 
she thought of an idea. She said to her daughter "Tell everybody 
that I don't want flowers when I'm gone, but take the money they 
would have cost and send it to the Gardens to help them get back 
to India, It will not be much,"she said pensively,"but it will be 
something'.' They sent us ten dollars, I am sure our sainted 
friend has no lack of riches in Glory, 


These are only'a few of the instances that have brought 
a deep inspiration to us. Do you see why we feel that out little 
troubles have really become a great blessing ? How much of this 
joy we would have missed if we had had no difficulties to overcome. 
Of course I suppose we will worry again at the next spell of 
trouble that comes along, but at the same time we will be looking 
out for God's rainbow raid its pot of gold. The best of all is 
that you are our rainbow and our blessing, and we arc happy that 
we can try to thank you. 


A letter the other day from Mrs Parker in India tells 
of their great relief at the news that we will return. She does 
not mention it but we have heard that #he has been in the hospital 
due chiefly to^pverwork. It is a great wtrain on her we are sure 
because she'is/conscientious in every little thing that she wears 
herself out, I am so glad that we can relieve her and Mr Parker 
to give their whole time to their own work. We got a great thrill 
when Mrs Parker wrote that on hearing in chapel of our plans to 
return, "the boys clapped and clapped'.' We do love them all. We 
would so much like to go out at once to be there for the reopening 
of school in the middle of June, but we have only had a few weeks 
with out parents this furlough and we will not return from India, 
for seven years more, so wc plan to drive our old car to California 
for a month with Mr and Mrs Garden senior who have given 43 years 
of their lives in service in India. Driving back we will take an 
accommodation steamer direct to India,. We find this will be the 
cheapest plan. We will sail from How York about July"2nd. We 
would love to hear from you then or any time. - 


These letters are being sent out on the eve of our start 
west, so we hope you will excuse the absence of the personal 
footnote for which you have looked in disappointment. It bothers 
us to have to omit it. ^ 


Our address till Jmr^l5th ***pyt*t 

657 Tuxedo Ave. AaOai ^ 


Stockton Calif. 


Sailing and permanent address al&uJ Qa 
C/o The Board of foreign Missions (7 

150 fifth Ave. 

Hew York 
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Hew York Kpril 11 
1931 
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3 April 1931 


Kirby Page's mw book, NATIONAL DEFENSE Is an 
amazing and Invaluable compilation of facts and figures all 
woven into an Impressive statement of the origin and results 
of war and the policy intelligent men will take to prevent 
war. Rarely does any book offer so mueh between two covers* 


Norman Thomas 
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April 15, 1931 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

347 Madison Avenue, 

New York City 

My dear Kirby: 

I continue writing you tliat you may know how much we are depending upon 
your being at the Geneva Conference. The enthusiasm of the seniors and graduates 
for your leading a special group makes us feel that it will be necessary to release 
you from other things in order to do that. My freshest idea, however, is that you 
can take that group as your discussion group the second hour of the morning (which 
will be killing two birds with one stone) and still leave you free for a seminar 
hour that night. That is just a clever scheme on my part to get more work out of 
you who already work 24 hours a day at the conference. 

We are now asking Paul Harris to lead the seminar on International Affairs 
If he cannot come you are the only other person whom we want for that position. 

For the special group I have in mind you might begin with them on dis¬ 
cussion of what makes life most satisfactory which will lead into their appreciation 
of how life is released’within oneself for the higher good of the development of the 
larger community. Because 1 1 in trying that myself I know; they, as well as I, will 
want special help on how; that is done when the way ahead is so obscure and untravelled. 
That will lead definitely into your type of bible study thr&ugh which they can see 
something of the way Jesus taught this could be accomplished. I am quite enthusiastic 
about the possibilities of such a group and ami glad you are leading it. At the 
present, therefore, we are counting: definitely upon your having the special group, 
holding the second hour each morning and again at the 4th if you would like, leaving 
the group free to investigate the, areas of life during the evening seminars from the 
suecial v oint of view of your mornings work with them, or else they can meet with 
you again in the evening, liy thought of their going into seminars in the evening was 
combined, of course, with the possible need of having you lead one seminar throughout 
or the necessity of bringing you into special seminars for particular work. 

Tiie one talk of which I wrote you is the only one which we have established 
so far as no speeches except the ones for the morning series have yet been arranged. 

I had honed to write you more fully by this time but the committee meeting which we 
had planned will be impossible because of finances. I am leaving now, not to return 
to the office until the middle of May so will have to settle these plans by the slow 
method of correspondence. This will be a small matter to you, however, as you are 
accustomed to being asked for a few more hours of worm each day on top of me 24 xor 
which you are already scheduled. 




Tho students, &£ well as the secretaries, greatly appreciate your coming 
to Lre'Aeva for fell* full time. We firmly ’beliave your longer stay there in the* past 
has made a iifiers&ce upon the students ii this region as thay featvS talked aitor- 
of toeo quality of life in tarns of your personal!ty. 

Sincerel p 

StT& - 5 . 

ot■-■ 1 1 a 3crar 1 oclc, 

H&tional Studs; it Secretary 


3 : o.f 












COPT 


April 14, 1931 


Dear Friend: 


May 1 add a word to the eable which, with 
others, X sent you today. First lot no emphasise the 
fact that the reason 1 previously gave against your coning 
to this country still holds now, and with increased force. 
Our papers have become increasingly sensational and you 
would be misrepresented by then, as wall as exploited by 
the sensation hunting section of our population. Thus 
your power to help us toward a hatter way of life would 
be seriously diminished, if not defeated. Out the other 
roason against your cooing is noro inport ant. I an sure 
that it would injure and not help the cause of India in 
your negotiations at London. 3here Is under the surfaeo 
a docp nglish resentment against the United States. 

This la duo to her economic decline and our position of 
financial dominance. ttils feeling quickly seises upon 
any utterances about British policy as a means for Its 
expression. 5hue a perfectly harmless appeal that acne of 
ua signed to Llaodonald last year to moot with you faoe to 
face and ooek on adjustment, was fcHo occcalon of much 
criticism of those who signed it, and of Amorlea in general, 
from British ministers of religion. ..Iso there has been 
rauoh complaint In British papers concerning our sympathy 
with the nationalist cause, Beoause British propaganda 
no longer dominated the situation here we have boon told 
that wo wore only the victims of elover propaganda fraa 
nationalist sources. You can soe at once, therefore, that 
any manifestation of sympathy with India which your presence 
here might evoke, waula work strongly against you at London. 

with every good wish for your continued health, 
and for the success of your arduous undertaking, X an. 


Faithfully yours. 


Harry F. Ward. 


Hr* U. K* Oondhi 
The Ashram 

Swarmartl near Ahnedabad 
India* 
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DEVOTION UHQU )TE WIRE WHETHER YOUR SIONATUJiE MAY BE USED. 
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April 16, 1931 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

52 Vanderbilt Avenue, 

New York City. 

Dear Mr* Page: 

Clarence Pickett would like to have a copy of the cable 
which you sent to Mr. Gandhi yesterday. 

Very sincerely, 

j// Secretary to 

Clarence 1. Pickett. 












DEPARTAMENTO DE 
ESCUELAS DOMINICALES: 
HUGH C. STUNTZ 

paseo col6n, i as 

BUENOS AIRES, (R. A.) 
PEDRO ZOTTELE C. 


April 16, 


Dr. Kirby Page 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Page:- 

I have desired to write to you for some time, 
desire to do so until you had arrived in the United States, from your t 
to the Orient, and were in a position to be free to give a look down to 
these South American countries. 

Since I returned from the U. S., in 1923, I have been working as 
best as I have been able to, in the purpose of fighting war and international 
hatred in Chile. The churches and some social centers have been eager to 
launch a decided campaign in favor of pacificism. I have done some publica¬ 
tions along this line and, as authorized by you personally and through letter 
of Dr. Dev ere Allen, have used some of your wonderful material. 

Now I wish to make a proposition to you. I have translated 
chapter IV of your booklet, "Christianity and World Problems: No. 1" ’War - 
Its causes, consequences and Cure". I find that'its wide distribution among 
the peoples of Chile and of South America shall mean very much to the task 
of peace. I am wondering whether you could be able to help out financial 

in the publication of that chapter and then, with the product of the sales, we 
might be able to get about 5/4 of the money put in its publication. With this 
base of 5/4 of the amount put in, we might publish other things of yours to be 
distributed widely among the workers, employees and church members of all these 
countries. 

/ 

/ With about 70.— dollars, U. S. Cy. we could be in a position to print 

\y 1,000 copies of ny translation of "War - Its causes, consequences and cure". 

It is quite difficult to get any financial help right here in this 
country for the publications of materials along the mentioned lines, because the 
church peoples are, in general, quite poor and the outsiders, who are in a better 
condition financially, do not uphold the peace movement. 

If you could see your way through for helping us along this line, you 
certainly would favor one of the most needy causes in Chile and South America. 

May Cod continue to bless you upon your good work for the Kingdom. 

Thanking you in advance for anything which you may do for us, I remain. 

Your brother in Jesus Christ, 

a 
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April 17, 1931 


Mr. Kirby Page 
347 Madison. Ave. 

New York City 

Dear Kirby: 

The program for discussion next Monday, the 20th, at Labor Temple, 

242 East 14th Street, is as follows: 

10 A.M. The Class struggle: facts; our relation to the conflict. 

Kirby Page, leader 

2 P.M. Equality: in what sense is it desirable? 

Eeinhold Niebuhr, leader 

6 P.M. Dinner, Labor Temple, $1 by reservation 

7 P.M. Personal and Family Budgets. 

Leaders: several wives. 

We hope you can be there for as much of it as possible, but we are 
particularly glad that you are going to help us with the morning. 


Very sincerely yours, 







Minuter); 

MILES H.KRUMBINE 
FREDERICK KUHNS 


PLYMOUTH CHURC; 

if SHAKER HESGHT5 

Coventry and 'Weymoutfj Road\. 
Near Sfia/Ler BouCeva jj ^ 

Cleveland, 



APR 2o 1931 


'•* 4ifit 


April 
eighteenth 
19 3 1 







Hjr dear Kirby:- 

Thank you so much for sending me a copy of 
your book "National Defense”. It looks fascinating and 
I shall take an early opportunity to explore it. Your 
work is always competent and well done and more than 
repays careful study. What a prodigious amount of 
researeh you do and how well you do it! 


The worst thing about the way the universe 
is run is that you and I don't see each other oftener. 
What can we do about it? 


As ever, 



Kirby Page 
S3 Vanderbilt Avenue 
The World Tomorrow 
New York City 
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COPT 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 
Washington 


April 20, 1931, 


Dear Mr, Page: 

I have your letter of the eighteenth together 
With the May copy of THE WORLD TOMORROW and the 
pamphlet on the Monroe Dootrine, I received last 
week the volume on NATIONAL DEFENSE, I have no doubt 
you have marshaled an immense amount of material 
as I know no one who can march and countermarch 
an array of faots more efficiently. You really 
ought to have been a lawyer but I presume the 
ehhioal atmosphere of my brotherhood is not attractive 
to a man of your idealism. 

The hopes of an unmilitaxy world seem a little 
distant here in the constant volleys of military 
threats and conflicts that sound through the mails and 
oubles but there has been so much ohange inoutlook within 
my «nm lifetime that even a very practical and realistic 
mind ought not to mistake the fact of some progress in 
ideas, I shall read all you have written with much 
interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) JAMES GRAFTON ROGERS 


Mr. Kirby Page, 
c/o The World Tomorrow, 
52 Vanderbilt Avenue, 
Hew York 





CONFERENCE OF SOCIALIST CHRISTIAN'S 


Notes on Meeting at LaLor Temple, 242 East 14th St,, N.Y. 1 
Monday, April 20, 1931, 

10 A.M. The Class Struggle, Kirby Page, leader. 


Mr. Feues:©: Class lines are deepening and therefore the class 

deal more intense. The question open to discussion is the degree of violence that 
there is going to he in the class struggle. What kind of a class ftaMgeT jjjjfc . 
should he the attitude of persons like ourselves toward the violent class struggle! 

There is an immense amount of violence thruout history and the evidence 
is disturbing. 


An article hy J. P. Adams entitled, “Our Lawlessness", Atlantic Monthly, 

Dec. 1928. „ , ,, 

Thruout our social history we have had violence of every sort on a qis- 
turbing scale from the Indian struggle right on down — the lawlessness of the 
frontier and the pioneer. The extent to which racketeering is considered in this 
country in industrial cities and metropolitan districts. Communities where racjc^ 
eteering is an accepted practice. Recent trend with regard to labor racketeering* 

The economic depression with consequent misery accentuates the tendency 
to violence. The bankers journals have stopped the Poilyanna attitude* They give 
warnings and caution that we must not expect too much to happen soon* It is die-* 
turbing because the reserves of many people are being exhausted. The second, third 
and fourth years bring more misery than the first. There will be misery such as we 
have not seen in this country. This will intensify the tendency toward violence, 

A feeling of futility is being created. N 0 thing is being done either by the^employ¬ 
ers or by the workers. Hopelessness and despair. Little constructive planning by 
organized groups such as the A. F. of L. The feeling that nothing is happening, 
that nothing will happen, strengthens the tendency toward violence. The active 
part that is now being played by the Communists. With their open gospel of vio¬ 
lence, the determination to take advantage of the present situation. This gives 
a disturbing picture. Misgivings as to the industrial future of this country dur¬ 
ing the next decade. More temptation to use violence than we have over had before 
because people are likely to be in a more responsive mood. 


Conclusion: Must there be increasing violence? 

The book "Dynamite", by Louis Adamic, gives a final summary of the his¬ 
tory of American Industrial Relations. The following is quoted from F. 434 of the 
above: 


"Hence, from increasing misery, there must come more violence, both 
racketeering and idealistic, in the American class struggle. Wherever I 
go among the underdog element and talk with the jobless and the ill paid, 

I hear emphatic expression in favor of violence as the only moans to bet¬ 
ter their condition. All the jobless and the poor cannot get into the 
criminal and semi-criminal rackets; so in their desperation, they think of 
social violence such as was advocated and practised by Louis Lingg, Bill 
Haywood, the McNamaras, The Communist slogan is 'Fight or Starve 1 ." 

Can you get the social changes that are needed except by violence? What 
is the answer of people like ourselves to the situation which they have in Russia? 
In Russia they use this method successfully. Because it is successful there, is 
it the only method that will work anywhere else? We have no right to dodge it and 
give too easy an answer to it. It is the most difficult of arguments we have to 






2. 


moot. Apparent success of violence in Russia. Apparent aggressiveness of their 
movement. Significance of that point of view. The facts are we need to get balance 
and perspective. Objective for the Communists and appears the ideal. It is diffi-• 
cult to prove that they have succeeded. Should not discount the success that they 
accomplished. Disparity between their objective and their achievement. They have 
not achieved their"ideal. There is right now in Russia as much or more poverty as in 
most other countries in the world. Absurd, therefore, to say the Bolsheviks hayo 
eliminated poverty and slums. There is more overcrowding in Moscow today than in 
any big city in the world. 

Their ideal, the ideal of freedom, That ideal lias not been achieved. 

As much tyranny there today as in most countries. There is a privileged class in 
Russia today. Millions of people today who are victims of tyranny. Gulf between 
ideal and achievement. Relative success that the Bolsheviks have achieved by vio¬ 
lence. 


There is an explanation at every point for their failure. Even tho you 
concede for the moment that in Russia the Communists have succeeded by violence and 
are ready to build a new society, will this same method bring similar success if 
you use it elsewhere? Heed to examine the relative success that they have accom¬ 
plished in Russia. Difference between Russia and the great industrial countries. 

Four factors in the situation which have direct bearing upon the efficacy 
of their method: 

1. In America we have a tradition and experience of relative prosperity 
which Russia never had. In America, while we have always had poverty, relatively, 
we have known prosperity to an extent that is not known elsewhere. That makes a 
big difference. 

2. Liberality: If a country has never known freedom, the continuance of 
tyranny is less disturbing than if you have had a tradition of a relatively large 
degree of freedom. Americans have never been as free as we thought we have. There 
is in this country, relatively, a maximum amount of freedom and liberty. If tradi¬ 
tions are traditions of individual liberty, will they be willing to accept a dicta¬ 
torship? 


3. The difference in the degree of industrialization in the respective 
countries. To build up industrialism where communities are not very well advanced 
in industrialism. It is apparent that dislocation with disruption would be inevit¬ 
able in a very highly industrialized country. 

There was a breakdown in Russia for two years. The amount of disruption 
in the major means of production and distribution. That brought much misery in 
1920 and 1921, Compare the situation in the U. S. if you had a collapse of the in¬ 
dustrial system as the result of violence and disruption. The effect in our urban 
communities would be appalling, A 25$ reduction in the efficiency of distribution 
would bring a tremendous amount of misery. 

4. Opposition: The resistance with which the Communists were met in Rus¬ 
sia was practically nil — very feeble. Revolution was caused by the old system. 
Internal opposition ^7as serious, but relatively, it was feeble. Feeble in relation 
to the resistance you would have in this country. For fifty years or one hundred 
years the owning class in this country are going to have a great amount of power. 

The four factors in combination seem to be overwhelming. It seems utterly 
fantastic to imagine an industrial revolution in this country that will not bring 
untold misery. 

The evidence is disturbing. They have had violence on an appalling 
scale. Will be tempted to resort to it still more. 

There is a good deal of romanticism about the Bolsheviks in Russia. 

They are nowhere near success. 
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They were interested in bringing about a new society in which people will 
have a decent livelihood. We have to abandon the expectation that that can be 
brought about by violence. What is the nature of the alternative of violence? Six 
points to be made on this subject:- 

1. We commit ourselves to the task of making radical changes in the ex¬ 
isting order. This cannot be acceomplished by lukewarm methods. The task is a 
radical task. 

2. The effort to diminish the amount of violence used by.the owning, em¬ 
ploying class. Opening the eyes of the employing group to the peri of violence on 
the part of the employing group. If they continue to use violence, the working 
class will uso violence. The only possiblo way to diminish it is to make an im¬ 
pression upon the owning classes. 

Tho Communists say it is a futile undertaking. They wore "beaten on this 
point. If this is so, wo will not provont the use of violence in this country it 
something is not done to opon the oyos of the "big employers in this country. Un¬ 
less wo got them to abandon many of the typos of violence that they oro using, 
thoro is not ono chance in a million of avoiding civil war in this country. 

3. We must get the State to use loss violence in the class conflict. If 
you assume that owners and public officials on the other hand use violence, then it 
is obvious that the workers will resort to violence. There is the closest par n r- 
ship "between the state authorities and the owning and employing class, Always in¬ 
volved in a denial of freedom of speech and denial of the right to moot. Ii we 
cannot get the state to refrain from violence, then the workers will not ho peace¬ 
ful in socking justice. 

4. We must commit ourselves without reservation to collective action by 
the workers. Neutrality and impartiality on the part of the middle class seems 
futile. 

In addition to that, we have got to bring temporary_relief to the suffer¬ 
ing masses of this country by an extensive program of social insurance. Get ria 
of the extremes of misery. Can only be doalt with adequately by a vast program of 
state aid. Must relieve misery at the bottom. 

If wo want to avoid theso possibilities, wo must limit the amount of 
power in the hands of the owning group. Use three devices: Taxation, public own¬ 
ership and public regulation. Taxation an instrument for limiting the power ot 
the owning group — Income taxes, inheritance taxes. Much more drastic regulation 
of all aspects of our industrial system. 


Discussion 


M r. Niebuhr : The speaker began by assuming the necessity of a class struggle. 

Tho middle class obscure the class struggle. The middle class are not conscious 
of the class struggle. But we think wo can overcome the class struggle, A grea 
deal of hypocrisy because of the fact that tho church tries to obscure the class 
strugglo, The class struggle a dogma rather than a fact of history. 

Mr. Barnes : The middle class observes the rapid progress of social legislation 

in New York State and assumes that employment insurance and old age pensions will 
be able to take care of it all. 

Mr. Schulz : Actually, this device concentrates power instead of diversifying 

it. In the end, only the man who has the power, actually controls the wealth ot 
vast numbers of people, 

Mr. Barnes: Recent history of England: We may learn from England how to miti¬ 

gate situation with minimum of violence. 
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Mr, Gallagher : We seem to equate violence and class conflict, Americans tend 

confuse the issue. Is there a unanimity* of interest ’between the classes? The 
workers think they* are going to get into the owning class sometime, ^so they Dear up 
under it. The class conflict, as such, is really deeper than the violence that 
breaks out, 

Mr, Daniels : Are we more interested in the establishment of justice or the 

avoidance of violence? Most emphasis to be upon the establishment.of justice. We 
may believe that the use of violence is politically as well as ethically wrong. Li¬ 
beralism, used to obscure the brutalities of the class struggle, is no tenable posi- 
t ion 

This group must be on the left side of the radical group. Its 
ethical interests will be chiefly social justice rather than class violence. 

___• The class struggle in terms of the middle class. Where should we 

be? Who are the parties of the class struggle as the lines are now drawn? 

Mr, Schulz : Horman Thomas gives the middle class no significant part in the 

class struggle. 

; If we get in, we will almost have to commit violence in order to be 

a part of this party! 

_The Church offers a platform for influencing the middle class 

chiefly, If we cannot present a cause in which we can win for them a place as al¬ 
lies, then there is no effective place for the middle class. We do not have a very 
effective place in this class struggle. 

i Has the middle class a sufficient understanding of the question? 
Have we an opportunity in guiding a small minority to see tnis fact of the class 
struggle? 

Mr. Schulz : There will be some people who will look at the class straggle from 

the standpoint of the total needs. Even Lenin accepted this theory. ^There is a 
place for a middle class movement only if it definitely sees the realities of the 
class struggle and allignos itself with it. 

Mr. Daniels i When the crisis comes, there is no question that the middle class 

will to on the opposition side to the workers. 

Mr. Gallagher s What keeps you, (Daniels) from doing it? Is it because your in¬ 
come is three times as big as that of the working class people? 

Mr* Page* This group, (Conference of Socialist Christians) can function^to 

the left as to ideas, but not as to actions. The group can function to the left 
only in their ideas, but not in actuality. Only one in about one thousand would 
be able to do it. Gleason said several years ago, "The place for radicals is m 
the middle class." 

Mr. Schulz ; Daniels is trying to get an absolute identification with the work¬ 

ing class group. 

_ ; We ought to admit that there is a middle class group which should 

function as a middle class group. With all its thinking and all its actions, it 
will still be a middle class group. 

____: The outcome to be determined by the influence of the middle class 

in this country. 

Mr. Barnes ; If you are not going to use violence, you must use political influ¬ 

ence. 

Mr * Gallagher ; There is no middle class in the sense of neutrality. 

Mr. Niebuhr : In Germany you do not have any such thing as any one middle class. 

You have in Germany a clear political expression of the psychology of each class. 

In Germany you have different kinds of middle class. 
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My* "nriTiiAift* fine o 4 ^ trlie difficulties atoout Coicmuiiisnii Tlic farmers will not tie 

mtEf.S& 'of tho^rtar.“.=»» there Is a conflict between them and the "enter,s' 
partv. You must cut thru by force because the farmers can never be won to social¬ 
ism/ It narrows down to the working class as the leaders in the class s rugg . 

The working class leaders have not been touched yet. 

If it is hopeless to reach the middle class and the working class, 


then where are we? 

Mr Van Dusen: Are you assuming that the class struggle is going to be a signif- 

SMtfefr SAmeri^L life on thf whole, or that it will be a small movement among 

the minority? 

: ' The class struggle is going oh right now, whenever you have ecow 
nomic factors settled by one group at the expense of another. The class struggle 
is a reality in the life of our time. 

: The answer will be in the outcome of this depression and subse¬ 

quent depressions. Many think that this depression is not an inherent breakdown 
in the present economic machinery. 

: Ought we think of the class struggle in terms of the values it 

holds for American society? Should our efforts not be thrown into precipitaing 
the class struggle? Should it not be made to exist when it is tnet-e in ,he econom 
realities? Any group dealing with the ethical realities of society, mus e a 1 
to recognize the facts. 

Mr. Van Dusen : What are you going to.say to the middle class? 1. There is a 

class war Domini 5 *. The drive "behind it is the drive of force, or 2, The other 
ment — There is not a class war coming, but there ought to be. Can you with on- 
esty paint an impending class war in this country? 

• Your appeal has got to be on the idealistic basis. 

Mr Schulz: Is the point social peace or social justice? Emphasis only gives 

S the poin t of social peace, but not social justice. The business of the people 
to soe to emphasis of justice rather than peace. 

: There may not be violence now, but there certainly is class con¬ 

flict"! This means conflict of interests. Can you say that there is not a class 
conflict because an individual or a group is not conscious of it? 

Mr. Niebuhr; It is a sign of one's economic maturity to recognize that there 

is a class conflict. 

Mr. Gallagher: Our task would be to make those who have power relinquish^ it^more 

easily. Our point should be that there is a class conflict. Whether consciously 
or ’unconsciously we should admit this, 

: The success with which capitalism was making the lower^classes 

identify themselves with capitalism. Now we are repudiating this argument. 


Mr. Barnes: 


power. 

Mr. Barnes : 
those terms. 


Is it class, or is it group conflict? 

The people who own property use the power of property for social 
Those who do not hold property do not regard the conflict in 


Mr Daniels: There are historical reasons why we have minimized the class 

struggle in this country. Ten thousand people in Philadelphia have l^rnod what 
class struggle means. It is dangerous to say that triere ia go^ Jj° jj® l^tico 
ference of power without violence. We are working for the cause of social justice. 
In social strategy nobody can ever toll just what is going to happen. 























6 . 


Mr* Bonnott : If you combine pressure with a great faith in non-violence, why 

would it not "be possible to have social change without violence in this country? 

Mr, Page : That is assuming that you can get social justice by violence. 

It may be that you cannot get social justice with violence. 

Mr. Bennett : We should advocate such effective non-resistance methods that we 

will heln to avert it or mitigate it. 

Mr. Niebuhr : In any specific issue you have violence, and violence always 

drives the bystanders into the arms of the reactionary. The throat of violence 
solidifies the various groups into one, 

; Is the constant threat of violence which the Communist is holding 

before society doing harm? 

Mr. Page : What is our message to the middle class? 

_; The capitalistic system as such, we are opposed to. It is some¬ 
thing that we feel is antithetical to our religion. 

Mr* STiebuhr: Who are the left wing capitalists? The two best known are Henry 

Ford and Owen Young. The middle class world is captivated by what these two have 

accomplished. Wherever you have unlimited wealth, you aro not going to get any¬ 
thing like social justice. 

Mr* Page : After all, this is a matter of relativity. It is always.a mat¬ 

ter of relative standards which is the important aspect. Who are the parties in 
this class struggle as various people see them now? 

Mr, Hiabahr : It is pretty definitely between the people who hold property and 

the people who don't. 

Mr. Barnos : You can 1 1 toll on that basis. The manager class do not own, but 

identify their interests with the owning class. 

_: Is the important fact the fact that people love peace? 

Mr. Van Pusen : Is it not more a matter of the economic standard of living and 

the degree to which they are satisfied with the standard of living which they have 
got? Or are they afraid of changes? 

__ i We must remind them that the cards are going to be reshuffled. 

• Do you rely primarily on the threat of force when you say that 

the storm is going to break? 

Mr, Van Pusen ; Is it justifiable to use this argument if it does not correspond 
to the facts? If you line up people and tell them there is going to be a class 
war and tlion there is no class war, then where will you be? Eow much apocalypti¬ 
cism is valid in our day? 

Mr. Schulz : Emphasis must bo on social justice rather than on whether or not 

we are going to have violence or not. 

Mr* Bennett ; Emphasis should be upon revealing the facts of the situation. 

Mr* Van Pusen i The type of message should be that society is organized upon 

principles which are obviously unjust. 1. A person takes it up siraply on the basis 
that a revolution ought to occur. 2. The strategy of preparing for this revolution. 

Mr* Niebuhr i The people who set the tone sire the people who hold property for 

power. Where does the middle class come in? There is a part ot the middle class 
that is always being pressed into the proletarian group. The farmer cannot fit into 
any one group. He constitutes a group of his own. 
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__; The important thing is not the classification. The important 

thing is, what is this group'going to do about it? 

Mr. Hiebuhr i Is it not clear that we have no hope of converting the middle 

class? You want to get hold of a few people on an out and out and a thoroughly in¬ 
telligent basis, 

Mr, Barnes ; That is really the assumption on which this group is brought 

together, 

______: If Ijhis group cannot do anything, how does it help to bring 

others to it? * 

_: 1$ it not desirable to bring all parts of the middle cls^ss as 

far as they can go? That is done by individuals rather. than by a group* It is im¬ 
portant that the group as a group have a standard that is left wing, 

_: We would have quite a program if we can get the Christian 

Church behind a program of advancing social justice, That would be the practical 
application of this whole message. 


Discussion on the Future of the Fellowship. 


: Are we going to admit people to the group who axe not definitely 

committed "to" Socialism? 

• The idea that we ought to have our membership a purely Socialist 
lumber ship, * This group can be nothing more than a liberal group if it does not 
know exactly where it is going. By doing this, we will embarrass the Socialist 
Party. 

, Barnes : This group is not an organization so it cannot have an official 

ptganV ” 

; Our hope is to work both from the standpoint of the Church and 
from the standpoint of politics. 

Mr, Henson ; We should make it important that persons who wish to come ift with 

us should at least be as radical as Socialists, 

__: Membership should not be on the basis of radical beliefs, but only 

tactics, / 

_: To start out with the assumption that violence is to he preferred 

because it is inevitable, is the Communist theory. 

Mr, Bennett : If we want to stand to the left of the Labor group, we must gp as 

far as the Communists go. Our only difference is a difference.in tactics. Tfte Sok 
cialist group does not want as complete equality as the Communist group, 

Mr, Niebuhr : The left wing group in E n gland or Germany has never given up the 

ideal of an absolutely equal society. 

Mr, Chaffee ! The Communist expresses the idea of tactics chiefly. The Commu¬ 
nist absolutely emphasizes violence. He prefers it and would rather have it. 

_: We don't want to draw the lines too tightly. There has been the 

suggestion that this is going to be a closed corporation. 

________! What are we going to do about organization? How much of an organ¬ 

ization are we going to have? How much are we going to got little groups in other 
parts of the country? What we neod above all is the discipline of the group. Let 
this group grow as it will grow, and forget about a fairly definite organization. 
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Mr, Trimble : What has teen happening in Boston?^ In the Theological Schools 

there has "been a considerable sentiment for Pacificism, 


: Is this group going to confine itself chiefly to missionary work 

in the middle class? That is the way it starts out because most of us are doing 
missionary work of one kind or another. 


Mr. Hiebuhr ; Suppose we went into the matter of income and expenditure. Sup¬ 
pose a part of the group which had income which was more than it felt itsell 

fled to have, would pool part of that income. The possibility that we would actu¬ 
ally maintain one or two persons in exposed positions m the industrial struggle* 


Mr. Gallagher i . Get vicarious participation in the thing that way. 9 n ° of the 
great difficulties is to have social experience beyond your own experience. 

Mr, Bennett : We have very definitely organized loosely. The field has not been 

exhausted. But wo have been waiting for some agreement on policy. 


__ * Is the general foaling of the group that this is going to bo a 

pretty definite organization that can venture out in support of certain opinions? 

; j^g originally planned, this was to be a movement of leaders. If 
you are going to confine it to New York City, and not have it get to any other group, 
you are not going to have any effective leadership. 


Mr. Barnes: The less expansion you do at the beginnupjg, the^better^ ^his 
supposed” to be an organization of men who are leaders, but have done something 
intend to do something. One of the essentials is a concrete, definite program 
specific things to tackle. 


is 

or 

of 


: Do we differentiate ourselves from the F, O.R.? 

; Supposing this group 1 s chief interest is to be social justice in 
the industrial struggle? In the F.O.R. it is the loaders who do things, 

Mr. Matthews : The complexion of the International F.O.R. — It is primarily in- 

tcrested in the idea of International peace, 

Mr, Page: The F.C.S.O. was made up of Liberals who were not going in any 

definite direction, but were vaguely discontented. 


3 P. M, Equality. Roinhold Niebuhr, leader . 


It is the business of reason to establish its concepts in terms of some 
general truth. We cannot believe in value except we can bring 

into terms with the whole scheme of value. Anything that we call ^ood for ours 1 
must bo good for others. Society does not begin by reasoning about its goals* In 
its non-rational life at least, the strong in society take what they can So¬ 

ciety is usually organized around strength. When men begin to reason abou their 
own life, they begin to reduce privilege to the common pod. We live in a society 
which finds it impossible to hold to a privilege without justifying it in terms of 
the common good. 

It Is possible for oeople to save money even if you don't pile it up in 
large chunks for production. 'You must have inequality of returns in_order to en 
courage saving, the idea being that if you do not offer a special prize for saving, 
there will be no saving. The wealth which is being used for industry is the wealth 
which comes from the people who have been in at the beginning of the pr°*^ive p o- 
cess. They are getting besides, the wealth wnich is return on the investment. You 
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have to have wealth as an Incentive to energy. Some justification for that. Com- 
maniste have changed their view point somewhat in this matter* It is imposBiole 
to pay the same wage "because the lazy members would live off the others. What man 
seems to desire most is social approval. Find as rmich in the recognized approval 
as in the monetary reward. Equality of opportunity and equality of reward. It 
there is justification, then therB must he justification for reward in order to 
create the highest incentive. 


Charles Schwab at a Wall St. meeting said that you had to pay big sala¬ 
ries in wages in order to make men feel big and if you don't make men feel big, 
they don't feel as if they were doing a big job. 


Another way in which we justify privilege in terms of the common good is 
to say that some people have to have special privileges in order that they may 
give themselves to the highest values — Cultural values have to be rooted in priv¬ 
ilege. We academics are the ones who spend the most time justifying our cultural 
needs. In Russia many cultural values will disappear in the next few years. Pure 
science and pure art will suffer. Any kind of science which does not contribute 
immediately to the class struggle will disappear. 

Bertrand Russell says cultural value which the whole community can share 
is the justified privilege. 


Every kind of a justification of special privilege in terms of the gen¬ 
eral good is, however, not valid at all or has less validity than is generally 
given it. If they have enough social experience to recognize how other people 
would use this privilege, then I am forced to build a harmony of goods in whicn 
the good of another person has a relationship to ray good or to my value* 

There has been a very slight tendency to equalitarianism t Examples: 

1. Equality among the sexes. But the five leading women's colleges have less en¬ 
dowment in toto than the fifth highest of the leading men*s colleges* In a weal¬ 
thy, privileged family, the man, who holds the power, will give more toward Ms 
own college than he would to his wife's, 2. A slight tendency toward equality in 
law. On the one hand law is an effort of the community to establish special rights. 
On the other hand, law is the process of one class hiding its weakness* 4, The 
ter of democracy. Today the great fight for equality must be directed against the 
people who use the symbols of democracy. 


Everywhere a slight equalitarian tendency in history coming out of the 
extension of rationality. 


Why not a greater sweep toward equality in history? 

1. There are forces in history itself which destroy equality as equality 
has itself been created! by mind. First the difficulty of organizing a large com¬ 
munal unit. The necessity of associating privilege with power. The priest king* 
maintained social coherence better than the warrior kings. Did not-have to use 
physical power "Bddaiise iheir privilege was high and their prestige was given tnen 
because Oi their privilege. 

2. The more impersonal the relationships became, the mope inevitably 
privilege was introduced. 

I 

3» The more complex the ..community becomes, the more inevitable It is that 
you will havi the differentiation of privilege and function. The more complex tike 
state becomes, the more necessary it is to use some central authority. 

On the one hand, the development toward equalitarlanlsm in history and 
on the other hand, the development away from equalitarianism. 

Civilization is the greatest enemy that brotherhood has. 
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The most important of all are the rights of property -- originally asso¬ 
ciated with famet ion, Man has used his privilege to increase his privilege and la¬ 
ter bequeath his privilege to his children. Bequeathing privilege that is associ¬ 
ated with social function to a new generation where you have no guar ant e e that the 
new generation would carry on this function. 

The factors in the social order which create equality: While reason on 
the one hand is forced to drive in the direction of equality, reason on the other 
hand is forced to drive in the direction of inequality. Reason is inconsistent. 

To extend it to the raind and intelligence is insufficient. This is the mistake 
which modern education makes. Uses our intelligence for the purpose of rational¬ 
izing our particular position. In the whole of life, reason is used for the pur¬ 
pose of rationalizing our special privileges. The best proof of the fact that 
equality will never be reached by extension of mind. 

This means that the struggle for equality is partly a rational process 
and on the other hand, partly a natural process. It means that those who lack priv¬ 
ilege must fight to get their privilege. Reason and nature. The strong fight the 
weak and the weak unite in order to overcome the strong. 

On the other hand, you do have man less and less secure in the possession 
of his privilege, so that the extension of mind is not a negligible force; but it 
is an inadequate force. 

There will always be some people reasonable enough to detatch themselves 
from the privileged position; others who feel a lack of pressure; other who will be 
just reasonable enough when the pressure comes, to yield, whereas, if they were ab¬ 
solutely sure, they would not yield at all. Example: Lord Irwin, a man who fights 
for Ms class and cast and opinion, but who knows when to yield when the final mo¬ 
ment of pressure comes. 

When you produce this slight degree of patience, you will also be reduc¬ 
ing the vehemence with which the under-privileged group fights. That is a loss, 
but for every rational analysis and for every loss of emotional fervor, you would 
have a corresponding loss of fervor in the holding group. Then you might have an 
advancing group which is not quite so vehement and a more advanced holding group, 

L class group is never under the illusion that they can abolish this struggle. ^In 
the final analysis, v:ill operate against an absolute goal. But you cannot let in¬ 
telligence go too far for then you could not do anything but observe. 

Walter Lippman says: "You must have something of an absolute goal in or¬ 
der to get any advance at all.* 1 

It is possible, on the basis of intelligence to have pretty definite 
goals, if you don't let the business of analysis lead you astray too far. 

You cannot put one thing ahead of another if you act on faith. You choose 
your ultimate value as a matter of faith. The intellectual task of finding out ^ 
what these values are. Put this in terms of the local minister. What is it going 
to mean for us in the struggle for equality in our own churches? To justify the 
course that seems to be the highest. This will suffice for your methoa of work in 
a church. 


Primarily we choose between equality and inequality. Religion should 
lead this thing into the clear light and dramatize it. The example of a minister 
who has convinced his congregation of the necessity of fighting in a liberal way. 

How far is equality a rational goal of society? The only way to maintain 
an equalitarian society is by destroying freedom. The drive of powerful men is so 
tremendous, the only way you can check it is to have tremendously powerful central 
or social authority. 

Some of the greatest contributions made to society by individuals who 
could never have made them if not allowed to function as individuals. 

Rather than have a tyrannical society, I would have a society which estab¬ 
lishes the largest amount of equality. Making equality the highest — not absolute 
equality. 





I would make equality of opportunity an absolute, but not so sure about 
equality of reward. The Russians are trying to solve this problem* 

In tlie final analysis, it comes to this. How much do we.trust society? 
Everything that you find wrong today, won*t be that way in the Socialist society. 
I think that society will be in the end -- made up of an unimaginative bulk. You 
will not be able to get in society, the type of imagination that you can get in a 
type of individuals. 


Discussion 


Mr. Schulz : Amount of confidence in human nature in the mass, even in an ideal^ 

society. A great many of the wrongs ascribed to capitalism are the wrongs of soci¬ 
ety, which is nature. 

Mr. Daniels ; Individuals act differently in society than they would as individu¬ 
als* Society is always based on the lowest common denominator. 

Mr. Niebuhr : In the class struggle if people in the advancing group^recognize 

that there may be an amount of integrity, then there will be less resistance in the 
holding group. 


_: Why not rely on education alone? 

Mr. Niebuhr : You cannot do this because it is not enough. You cannot depend upon 

education because education is not doing the job. Neither can you depend upon vi¬ 
olence or social strategy alone. Use those types of pressure which least embarrass 
the process of education. 

M r *., Daniels : Wherever a cordial relationship exists, it obscures the facts. This 

is true of philanthropy. 

Mr. Niebuhr ; You are saying that everything that man pretends to be above the 
brute level is illusion and that is not true, 

_ : The’ two groups have one thing in common because they are both human 

beings. 


_ : The social situation is so much more desperate than the middle class 

are willing to admit that there is a necessity for some action on the part of^the 
Communists. Example;- Detroit, where there is no leadership -and where the situa¬ 
tion has recently been taken in hand by the Communists. 

_ : The Communist threat in a middle class world like our world is a 

dangerous situation. 

_ : Would it be profitable to consider the steps necessary for class 

conflict? Giving people an opportunity for health and education and security ? 

Mr. Niebuhr : Would we be agreed as Socialists that anything which restricts the 

rights of property would be in the direction of social justice? Is the weakest 
point in private property its right to bequeath property to the next generation? 

_ : The more fundamental problem is the means by which this private pro¬ 
perty is accumulated. 

Mr. Daniels ; How far does over-nationalization touch this question of inequality? 
The type of nationalization within the country itself makes social change much more 
difficult. Does property inequality mitigate against intrinsic inequality? 

_ ; Where would be the Church* s point of attack? Complete honesty on 

the part of individual ministers. 






















_ : Is there a chance that we can so draw the lines that the mid¬ 
dle class would 130001116 allies of the Proletariat? 


Mr. Barnes : Necessity for making a division within the middle class. The 

lower middle class is actually being driven into the Proletarian group and the up¬ 
per into support of the owning group. We must be caref\il not to assume that the 
Churches are working only with the middle class. Some are making progress who are 
working with the owning class, or the upper class, 

Mr. Niebuhr : The Church should develop what it has in the Christian ethic 

in terms of the middle class struggle, Frequently these idealisms obscure the fact. 
We should have many working class churches which recognize the class straggle and 
yet preserve some of the ideals. Example of the Catholic Church in Germany. 

_ : It is a fact that we are human beings and not just simply work¬ 
ers. If you emphasize class conflict too much it becomes dangerous. You must have 

a Church which recognizes the fact that we are fighting for certain rights, but 
which also recognizes that we are human beings. 


_ : Is there danger in the increased respectability of Socialism? 

_ ; The respectability of Socialism depends upon the section of the 

country in which you live. 

; It makes a difference how far Socialism is identified with the 

Socialist party, 

Mr, Niebuhr ; The German idea of gradually acquiring equalitarianism. In 

Germany today there are only 25,000 people who have a net income of over $5,000.. 
There are advantages in the social life of Germany in comparison to the social life 
of Russia. Every effort to make the Communist scheme authoritative for every.com¬ 
munity is unrealistic, in view of a modern industrial society. There is a drive 
to equalitarianism going on all the time. Example: - England and Germany. 

_ : The three points of equality that Tawney points out^— Why can¬ 
not they be achieved by a fairly liberal program instead of a Socialistic program? 
Adequate security involving full social insurance, old age pensions, the right of 
children to an education up to college:- That will demand that a strong labor gpoup 
is advancing and bringing presstire to bear in the face of middle class opposition. 
The middle class group will never hand this power over to the labor group. It will 
not be handed over except there is tremendous pressure from the bottom by a labor 
group. 

Mr. Bennett : Summary of the problem:- Granted you have got to have this, 

what is to be the relationship of the Church toward it? What is the relationship 
of the organized Christian group toward the class war? 


Mr, Daniels : 

ft 

. # 

organization? 

Mr. Niebuhr : 
never "been handed 

Mr. Daniels : 

ity? 


You can defend the right and necessity to organize. 

Can you get across to them the beneficial outcome of such an 

You can get a middle class group to concede that equality has 
down and that it depends upon pressure from the bottom. 

Will they admit that pressure from the bottom will bring equal- 


Mr. Trimble ; You cannot go completely over to the other, (radical) side with¬ 

out losing your church, made up of a middle class congregation — Referring to the 
situation in the Lawrence, Mass. Church. 

_ _: What is the Church to say to the laboring class? Can you 

preach labor' class interests to a labor class congregation? 
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Mr. Niebuhr: You ought to have a Church which is definitely^alligned. with.the 

labor group. It would have to be a labor group which would be definitely radical 
and the Church would help them to realize the realities of the class struggle and 
yet preserve spiritual values. 

Mr. Barnes: The trouble is that you think; of the Church as an isolated local 

unit with each local unit championing its 07/n group. You must think of the Church 
as a more general and universal institution. The problems of the Labor Temple and 
the problems of the Park Avenue Church are the same problems. How can we try o 
unite them on an assumption of class conflict? 


Kr Niebuhr : Suppose all three classes are represented in that church? The 

voice of labor will not be heard in that church. 


Mr, Barnes; 


You can make pronouncements in behalf of the labor cause. 


: The purpose is to intensify the conflict between the classes. 

You do not get a clear commitment in any given group. 

; The Church as a whole is related to American middle class life in 
its prejudices. If you want something more, you will have to have something from 
the inside to throw that into the total relationship of the group. 


Mr. Barnes : If you set up definitely labor churches, then you would have them 

discounted by the Church at large. 

Mr. Gallagher ; The question of equality — There must be a certain amount of emo¬ 
tional drive toward equality. How much are we going to develop the moral drive 
toward equality which seems essential? In my contact with business^ leaders, the:/ 
bee what needs to be done, but there is no moral initiative there that rovld ■ 
them want to do anything about it. 

Hr, Barnes: In talking about class, we are unjust in our blanket condemnation 

of what we call the upper class. 


A group with this much economic security does not have the fears 
that the middle class has. There are a good many whose position is not purely on 
economic grounds. They have a cultural tradition. They can lose their economic 
standing, but still know that they are gentlemen — because of tneir^ culture, iuot 
so much worried as the middle class. If the middle class man loses nis economic 
standing, he loses the only thing which sets him apart from the lower class. The 
upper class are not a bit more jealous of privilege or economic power than the up¬ 
per middle class. 

; The cultured, educated class is the result of economic security. 

Mr. Bennett : What are the conclusions for the Protestant middle class Church? 

Mr, Barnes : The middle class is as hopeless as the upper class. The men 

preaching to the middle class have the hardest job* The middle class is much more 
anxious to shift to the right than the right are to stay there. 

_: You cannot work on this problem from the standpoint of individuals 

in the owning group. Where do you draw the line between this and paternalism? 

Some of these peopie see this problem but are lacking any moral compulsion to do 
something about it, 

__: The answer is to tell them the facts. Education -- giving them 

the facts. 

Mr, Barnes : We must not think that the owning class is any more jealous of 

its privilege than the upper middle class. 

_By the labor church, do you mean the class conscious labor church? 
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Session Continued at 4:45, John Bennett Presiding . 


Problems of organization of this Fellowship and discussion of possible 
next steps. Sum up where things seem to stand now. 

1 . Generally agreed that there is room for such a movement as we contem- 

plate. 

2* The Executive Committee felt that we ought to concentrate at the be¬ 
ginning upon this group in the vicinity of Hew York and not think, at the beginning, 
of F. national movement, but think of making this more effective. 

As soon as you have a national movement, the problem of doing anything 
together becomes very serious. 

That would not preclude the organization of and co-operation with groups 
if they were formed in other centers. 

3. Another thing they agreed upon was that we should not seek a large 
mail membership. Should have associated with us only those who are able to meet 
with us. Do not mean to discourage those who live elsewhere and are interested 
enough to attend the discussions. 

The most important problem has to do with membership. Things to be con¬ 
sidered: 

1. The form of membership. 

2. The particular projects that you will have most in mind, 

3. Finances. 

4 . Some discussion of the statement that has already been worked out,. 

The Committee had next suggested that the best method of dealing with 
membership would be to let things stand as they are, except for existing members 
who wanted to bring others in but who feel that this is a check upon the membership 
if the members who were suggested by individuals were accepted by the Committee. 

We should not have a rigid test, but should have a clear cut statement of where we 
stand. Anyone who would not accept this statement would not desire to become a 
member. 


Reading of statement on "The Fellowship of Socialist Christians' 1 . The 
question before us is -- how far is this statement as it stands an adequate means 
of selecting members? Would we want to leave it to this to exclude members? We 
should ask our membership to take a definite part in social action on behalf of 
justice. At least, it would mean seeking action thru political channels. 


Discussion 

: That seems to differentiate us from everything that has gone before 

in religious groups. 

Mr. Henson : The possibility of admitting someone who, for instance, might join 

John Dewey's group, etc. 

_: The concern is, not to have people spilling over from the right, 

__ : Is not the name going to designate us? 

Mr. Gallagher : We are within the Socialist group and not building up another organ¬ 
ization, and not pulling off from them because they are un-Christian. 

_ : The possibility of other fields for radical action outside political 

activity. In political activities, it is the Socialist party that we are lined up 
with, 

Mr. Chaffee : If it were conceivable, would this group be satisfied to have a 

Communist such as Anna Rochester join? 
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Mr Schultz* One of the primary actions for which we stand is political action 
as‘a means "of obtaining our P goal. Would membership be based upon this point? 

j What would we gain by having people with us who do not 
+ Airing political action'? It would work out practically that those who do not find 
JhomXlTCS in sjmpat^ witi the group would eventually to 

We would embarrlss the Socialist party if our members did not take political action. 

• In the total statement, we should have a statement about our pMil- 

osophy about political action. The point is that we do favorSocialist 
we should state the reasons why we do favor it. We nay not a P time 

party in toto. It does not commit you to vote straight ticket y 

tive support would mean membership in the Socialist Party plu s.. 

Terms: This statement plus some elaboration of the sixth point should 

guide the Executive Committee in choosing members. Nominations can come from any 
member, and must be approved by the Committee on the basis of this statement. 

: We should have this statement as a minimum working statement rather 

than an exhaustive statement. 

It is moved that the statement be adopted conditioned upon the editing 
of the last three points. 

Motion adopted. 

Election of Executive Committee: Each person to vote for seven persons 
to be members of an Executive Committee and that the seven highest be chosen. This 
method of selection moved and seconded. 

Results of voting: Executive Committee chosen: R. Barnes; J. Bennett, 

D« Currie; B. Gallagher; E. Henson; R. Niebuhr; F. Wilson. 

Discussion of _th9 Matter of Finances. 

What would be the best way for getting enough money to run on? 

It depends upon the policy adopted in regard to membership. 

Expense of getting up meeting and getting out notices. 

If we do not expand, $2 fndST^ach.member should take care of it. 
made that we have an assessment of Motion passed. 

BiRfyussiorP^f Subject of Next Meeting 

Suggested that they be ho/d more often. Suggested that meeting be held 
every six weeks. Suggested that meetings be more frequent, but shorter meetings. 
But this would bo discouraging to out of town members. 

A morning and afternoon/session on May 18th suggested, for next meeting . 

Motion seconded and passed . 

Suggested that the f^st meeting in the fall be held October 11th. 

Meeting adjourned, 

Rote: These notes are as §ull and accurate as we could make them. Are they use¬ 

ful to you? 



Motion 


\y 

REV. B. G. GALLAGHER 
160 HIGH STREET 
PASSAIC, MEW JERSEV 


Roswell P. Barnes 
Secretary 





























American Friends Service Committee 


20 South Twelfth Street 


Philadelphia P enns yl 


vania 


Honorary Chairman, RUFUS M. JONES 
Chairman, HENRY J. CADBURY 
Treasurer, WILLIAM R. FOGG 

SECTIONS 

Foreign Service, WILLIAM EVES, 3rd, Chairman 
Home Service, J. BARNARD WALTON, Chairman 
Peace, VINCENT D. NICHOLSON, Chairman 


Telephone 

RITTENHOUSE 2765 

Executive Secretary, CLARENCE E, PICKETT 
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Vice-Chairmen 


HENRY TATNALL BROWN 
HANNAH CLOTHIER HULL 
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Secretarial Staff 

Ray Newton Elizabeth Marsh 

Hugh W. Moore 
Associate Secretaries 

William B. Harvey J. Barnard Walton 

Walter C. Woodward 


Kirby Page, 

347 Madison Ave., 
New York City 

Dear Friend: 


I have just received today the following 
cable from Mr. Parulekar, my friend who is now very 
close to Mr. Gandhi and who cabled me askins: whether 
Friends would like to have charge of his itinerary. 



"INTERVIEWED GANDHI IN AHMEDABAD SAYS 
CANT DECIDE UNTIL AFTER GOING LONDON 
LETTER FOLLOWS" 


Sine 


CEP:BC 


Executive Secretary 







April a* mi* 


To Tho Mecaborohlp Coranit'teo 
Of The i’wffl Hull Cliib, 
123 We at 43rd r.troob, 

IfcrtT York City* 

Lodioa and Gentlrcriemi 





no, tho underaignod members of Tho Ta m Hall 
Club, doslro to roquoot that a few Iilghly quliflod -agrooo • 
men and mama • ba admitted to membership in tho Club* 

* 

We wdorotand that thoro la no dofilto rule 
against their <.dniseion, bat that there is a practice of 
rofut&ng to aeoepta nominations of Hagroae* If given antsuranee 
that tholr naaos would roooiw ooneldorabion, wfe are prepared 
to nominate ooroml ijtigroos for numbership in tho Club, 




Ife would bo grateful for a word from tho Csrasitteo 
as to just what the policy of the Cliib is with regard to rose 
discrimination. 


sineanly yourn, 

(signed) ADC!AIDE CATE 

MMflm P. FAL00HE& 
ORBH H« LOVEJ0Y 
HEJUFJOLD iHKmnm 
KIRBY PAGE 
GAYLORD S« WHITE 























* 


* 




April 21, 1931 • 





Dear Ur. Gandhii 

A few days ago six of us cabled you as per 
the enclosed copy* Tie are In general agreeewnt that 
the press in America is so unethical and sensational 
that it would exploit you if you eons to this country, 
and grossly MicroProasnt your cause* 

Pub lie sentiment for Indian freedom in this 
country is gaining steadily and we have no doubt that 
sentiment in your furor will materialise even more 
rapidly at the tins of the next Round Table Conference* 
Under the eireuostanees, therefore* we feel that it 
would be a mistake in tacties far you to cam to this 
country Just now, 

V « * - 

Yon will appreciate the spirit in \4iieh wo hare 
sent this cablegram* We ore doing our utmost to present 
the Indian cause effectively to the Amrlean public. As 
youlmow, wo arc in eonplato agroonsnt with your objective 
and the non-violent methods you have been using, and wo 
reJaloe'beyond words at the tmeaese which has already com 
to your eause* We feel confident that eqpplete froodan 
for India will be uehiovod within the izxnodiabo future. 

If it still nouns wise to you to sake the trip to 
America you my be nesurod that wo will co-operate with you 
to the utmost of our ability, 

\ . *' r j 

Sherwood Eddy and 1 rsnedbor YJith the keenest 
possible pleasure those wonderful days at the Ashram* 


Mr* H. K. Goadhi, 
The Ashram, 
Sabarmati, 

IIUSA 



Cordially yours. 
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4-15-31 

Sherwood Eddy 

Eddy & Pag® 

22c/sddy & Pug® 




.Gandhi 


GandM Saburrjatl 


i 

i ' 


\, 


x 


Soburxatrbi, India 

India 


-t 


: 

SEEMLY DISTURBED BY RUI30PS YOU MAY VXSITi AMERICA STOP STROBOLY 

CORVIICED TOO WOULD BE EXPLOITED BY PRESS STOP CONSEQUENT MIS* 

S 

REFRESENTATIOH WOULD DO YOUR CAUSE IMMENSE DAMAGE STOP REJOICE 
THAT FREEDOM FOR INDIA IS SO NEAR AND ASSURE YOU OUR UltWAVERIIB 


DEVOTI® 


* 




SHERWOOD EDDY • 
JOB?! HAYNES IBUiS 
BISHOP MCCONNELL 
HARRY WARD 
RUFUS JONES 
KIRBY FAGS 
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The First Congregational Church 

in Akron Ohio 


Rev, Noble Strong Elderkin, d. D. 
Minister 
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Young Men’s Christian Association 


DIRECTORS 

ESKIL C. CARLSON. PRESIDENT 

CARL C, PROPER. VICE PRESIDENT 

JOHN P. WALLACE, VICE PRESIDENT 

WILL D. BOWLES, RECORDING SECRETARY 

ED. E. CARTER. TREASURER 

LESTER W. BASHAM 

FRED O. BOHEN 

CHARLES T. COWNIE 

T. C. DENNY 

JAMES W. HALL 

A. O. HAUGE 


Dear Kirby; 

Your wire about Mr. Hyde received. I think there is 
very little chance of getting any from him now. Th e whole Y.M. 

C.A. was on his neck in the convention the day after I was there. 
He has cut down his gifts to them this year from about $100,000. 
to $25,000. As you know, he has sold the forty per cent, of his 
stock that he intended as a permanent benevolent fund to his 
sons and is giving away that capital account. He gave much of 
it away last year and has little left. I asked him for $1000. 
for my trip to China. H e said it was doubtful, but that he 
might consider so small an amount. I was followed by Arthur Rue. 

He and George Irving are after him as well as the Association. 

I think a letter would do just as well as a visit. I would try 
a letter but I do not think there is much hope. 

I have been fighting for my life with a terrible cold 
and flu. I had to go twice for two days to a Kansas City 
hospital. I had a grand time in St. Louis with the largest 
convocations they have ever known in the history of the University. 
Two meetings in Des Moines today. Thank heavens ! in less than 
two weeks I come home to write. 


YA\CA 


FOURTH and KEOSAUQUA WAY 

D $rOTfhM A 


DIRECTORS 

HERBERT L. HORTON 
GROVER C. HUBBELL 
KENNETH M. MAY 
HERBERT J. NELSON 
ELMER E. PECK 
HANS C. PFUND 
ED. S. ROOT 
WALTER L. STEWART 
WILL E. TONE 
DEANE W. TRICK 

GEORGE W. WEBBER 
GENERAL SECRETARY 


Ever yours, 



SE RB 


A CLEAN THINKING, RIGHT LIVING, PHYSICALLY STRONG, BOY OR YOUNG MAN, IS THE PRODUCT OF THE “Y” 
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Laetitia Moon Conrad 
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Alfred Baker Lewis 
George E. Roewer 
Michigan 
A. M. Todd 
Minnesota 
Sarah T. Colvin 
Missouri 
Joseph Myers 
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James Mackaye 
New Jersey 
James W. Alexander 
New York r 

Harriot Stanton Blatcb 
William E, Bobn 
Louis ft, Boudin 
Paul F, Bri&aenden 
Morris Fruit 
Louise A. Floyd 
Nonuan Hapgood 
Morris HU I quit 
Frederic C. llowe 
Darwin J. Mcaerole 
William P, Montague 
A. J, Must* 

Frank L, Palmer 
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Evelyn Preston 
H. S. Raushenbush 
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N. I. Stone 
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Paul Jones 
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James H. Wolfe 
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Mr. Kirby Page. Mary Fox 

The World Tomorrow, 

52 Vanderbilt Avenue, 

New York City. 


Dear Kirby: 


In February we wrote to you to find out whether 
it might be possible for you to write about 7400 words 
for the Haldeman-Julius aeries. At that time you Baid you 
were snowed under other work and could not do another 
thing. It is taking some of the other authors longer than 
they anticipated to write their manuscripts and Mr. Hillquit 
asked me to find out whether there is any chance of your 
doing the Job now and having the manuscript in our hands 
sometime during May. He is particularly anxious for you 
to tackle the question of "The Wastes of Capitalism". 

Your name will count tremendously and we hope that it may 
be possible for you to do this. 


HWL:SK 

BS&AU 

12646 



Endorsed by the National Information Bureau 







fltertl *7. 1931 


Star Harxyt 


2 wish that 2 could reply favorably to your letter 
of April 25tli, hot 2 dare not take on another major Job Juat 
now.' 2 as Juat thin minute getting out from under seven 
months of continuous strain and jfcne lo crowded with five 
stud ait conferences, Share are a thousand things that 2 
hsf« been sidetracking that 2 must get at during the month 
of May. To write the booJdot adequately would require at 
loaot two v«3c?:e uninterrupted 'writ and I olrmly cannot find 
feat amount of tins Jcai now. 

This Is a source of deep regret to mo as I would 
really enjoy the pamphlet undarfelribag. 

Cordially yours. 


Dr. Harry !f. haidler 

league for Industrial Dsnooruqr 

112 B. 19th St, 

Hos Torfe City 


KPiST 


















ifflUn's (ttlyrlstian ^ssxrriatwn 

of iJje 

knhwstht ci California 


$tUea Hi all, HU-rlu'Ini, California 


April 26, 1S31 


Kirby Page 

347 Madison Ave., 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Kirby: 

"National Defense" is a greater book 
than I expected it to be. When I have fin¬ 
ished it, I shall circulate the volume about 
the campus in order that as many as possible 
many benefit. 

The U.C. bunch has tried mighty hard 
to maintain "the Asilomar level." It is diff¬ 
icult to lay one's finger on tangible results 
of a conference of that type- One result, 
however, is very marked. That is the renewed 
fight of the students against compulsory mil¬ 
itary training. Several groups have been 
xormed with the one objection of aoing away 
with the R.O.T.C., and many petitions a±e now 
going the rounds. I think the enclosed car¬ 
toon from "The Daily Californian" aptly re¬ 
flects the general attitude of the student 
body on trie important question. 

You might like to add the enclosed 
snapshot I took of you to your collection. It 
came out rather well. I'm certainly happy to 
learn that your colleague, Sherwood Eddy, is 
to be the head-liner at the next Asilomar con- 
f erence. 


With kindest regards, 









15 North Franklin Street 
DELAWARE, OHIO 
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 
BLUE NETWORK 


NATIONAL YOUTH 
RADIO CONFERENCE 


3:00 TO 4:00 F. M. 
(EASTERN STANDARD TIME) 


DANIEL A. POLING, speaker 


WJZ NEW YORK 

WBAL BALTIMORE 
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WREN KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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WOAI SAN ANTONIO 
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KOA DENVER 
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KGO SAN FRANCISCO 


419 Fourth. Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 
April 28, 1931 


KPO BAN FRANCISCO 
KOMO SEATTLE 1 
KHQ SPOKAN^ 

KSTP ST. PAUL 
WEBC SUPERIOR 
WEBC DULUTFl 
WMC MEMPHIS' 

WSMB NEW ORLEANS 
KPRC HOUSTON 
WKY OKLAHOMA CITY 
WSB ATLANTA 
WAPI BIRMINGHAM 
WGAR CLEVELAND 
KSL SALT LAKE CITY 
WTMJ MILWAUKEE 

ADDITIONAL STATIONS 
FROM TIME TO TIME 


My dear Kirby Page: 


While 1 have not yet had time to read your 
book carefully or to complete it, I do wish to 
express to you my unqualified appreciation of what 
you have done. 


You know, of course, that I do not agree with 
you in all particulars of program. You certainly 
know that 1 do endorse one hundred per cent your 


snirit. 


<r 


In "National Defense" you have done something 
at once encyclopedic and challenging. You must be 
answered, nor do I believe that the answer of the 
searchingmiig^yw be anything short of constructive. 
Your ^^frj^gram is in my opinion the most tangible 
and concrete reply j;o those who say , "The pacifist is 
oratorical but hopelessly impractical." ) 

With every good wish, 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

52 Yanderbilt Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 
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WAYSMEET 
WALLINGFORD, PA. 


Ur. Kirby Page 
104 L. Mirth. ;i>t. 
Lew York, Lew York 

hear Kirby: 



1 very greatly appreciate your sending 
me ^oar latest book. I have only dipped 
into it but I have seen enough to make me 
very sure that I shall enjoy and appreciate 
it. 


I am delighted that you are going on 
writing constructively on the peace issue 
and I feel that those of us who agree with 
.you but are not able to give much of our 
time to thought and effort on these lines 
owe you a very deep debt of gratitude for 
what you have done and are doing. I look 
forward keenly to reading the book and 
I shall certainly be able to introduce it 
to others. 

I an expecting to see you on the 
lbth of may and we are both looking for¬ 
ward eagerly to the time we shall spend 
together at Lisle. 

1 am, 


fours affectionately, 
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Herbert L. Willett 
Reinhold Niebuhr 
Joseph Fort Newton 
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Christian Century 

An Undenominational Journal of Religion 


Robert L. Willett 

Busirus* Manager 

Cable Address 
"Chriscent” 

Telephone 
Harrison 5380-5381 


440 South Dearborn St., Chicago 
1st May, 1931 


Mr. Kirby Page 
The World Tomorrow 
B2 Vanderbilt Avenue 
New York City, New York 


Dear Kirbys 

This is in reply to your letter of April 24th. 

I assume that you will see TheChristian Century of next week 
and that you will find in the editorial there a sufficient 
answer to the request which your letter contains. If it is 
not and you would like something more personal, I will be 
glad to send it if you will just drop me a further line. I 
think you have done a great piece of work. We have all been 
very enthusiastic about it in the office of The Christian Cen¬ 
tury. 

With all good wishes, I am 



r 








1st Hay, 1931 

The Reverend William C. MLtshall 
First Presbyterian Churob 
Sndicott, Nov York 

Dear Dr. Uitoholl: 

I do not know anything hatter for you to 
read than Kirby Page’s new book on "National Defensa." Ha 
has left nothing unsaid. If you find that he has left any* 
thing unsaid I think you will find it in your files of Tbs 
Christian Century* Page’s book is published by Farrar A Rlns» 
hart. It is just recently off the press, as you no doubt know* 

7ith all good wishes, I am 

Very alnoerely yours. 
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Editor, The Christian Century 









